AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Replace the paragraph at page 1, lines 3-6 with a new paragraph as follows: 
Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a pharmaceutical composition, in particular a topical 
composition comprising metronidazole or a pharmacologically acceptable derivative thereof. 
Hereinafter, the term "metronidazole" is to be taken as including pharmaceutical^ acceptable 
derivatives thereof unless otherwise apparent from the context. 

Replace the paragraph at page 1, lines 8-15, with a new paragraph as follows: 

Background of the Invention 

Metronidazole (or "Flagyl") is a synthetic antibacterial and antiprotozoan antibiotic 
having the formula 2-methyl-5-nitroimidazole-l-ethanoL The antibiotic has been used for many 
years in its oral or intravenous form, to treat inflammatory conditions of the colon, rectum, anal 
canal and perianal region. Oral metronidazole has been traditionally used to treat inflammatory 
bowel disease (including Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis), idiopathic proctocolitis, or 
radiation proctitis. In addition, the oral form is used to treat inflammatory conditions of the 
perianal region or anal canal such as anal fissures, fistulas, abscess, ulcers or post-surgical 
wounds. Metronidazole is also used in an intravenous form to treat systemic sepsis resulting 
from several inflammatory conditions of the colon and rectum. 

Replace the paragraph at page 2, lines 1-10 with a new paragraph as follows: 
Description of the Invention 

It is, therefore, an object of preferred embodiments of the present invention to administer 
metronidazole to treat certain conditions of the distal GI tract avoiding these unwanted side 
effects. 
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Replace the paragraph at page 6, lines 13-14 with a new paragraph as follows: 



DetaRed Description 

The following is a description of the present invention by way of example only and is not 
intended to limit the scope of the invention as defined in the claims. 
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